8:30   AM   REGISTRATION AND BREAKFAST
9:00   AM   WELCOME & OPENING REMARKS
10:00 AM  PLENARY SESSION
Lloyd I. Sederer, MD, Medical Director

New York State Office of Mental Health

In April 2007, Dr. Lloyd Sederer of New

York City was appointed by Michael F.

Hogan, Ph.D., Commissioner of the New 
York State Office of Mental Health (OMH), to serve as Medical Director of OMH.  In this role, Dr. Sederer will provide medical leadership for New York’s $4B mental health system, including accredited hospitals and community services in every county of New York State.
11:00 AM  Morning  Concurrent Workshops

 
11:00-12:30

Presentations and Panel Discussions

Morning Concurrent Workshops

11:00-12:30

1. Benefits- Helping clients to access benefits (SSI/SSDI) and its importance in accessing and sustaining permanent housing. Professionals from the Mass Division of Disability Determinations and the Department of Mental Health will offer their perspectives on how to assist clients with obtaining benefits and sustaining income.
2. Housing First-What are the various models of Housing First or “Low-Demand” housing and how can homeless individuals maintain housing stability in low-threshold housing?
3. Outreach -What are the essential tools and strategies necessary to assist chronically homeless individuals make the transition from shelter and/or other settings to housing?
4. Co-Occurring Disorders-Housing clients with co-occurring MH/SA disorders. Clients with issues of both mental illness and substance abuse present a particular challenge when making the transition from shelter to housing. Providers who offer this specialized housing will discuss their successes with chronically homeless individuals.
12:30 – 1:45 PM LUNCH
2:00 PM  Afternoon Concurrent  Workshops

     2:00-3:30

5. Psychiatric and Clinical Issues - A panel 
of psychiatrists and clinicians will discuss their perspectives on working with the chronically homeless and engaging homeless clients in mental health services and supportive housing services.
6. Homeless Regional Networks- 

Representatives of the MA Interagency Council’s Regional Homeless Networks will describe a number of their new comprehensive strategies serving various Regions of the Commonwealth.

7. Primary Healthcare - 


Health Care for the Homeless and other providers from Boston Healthcare for the Homeless will discuss how they have begun to serve formerly homeless individuals in permanent housing and their challenges and successes.
8. DMH Eligibility & Housing Resources- The Department of Mental Health provides a range of clinical and housing services to eligible individuals who meet specific eligibility criteria. DMH staff will provide details and answer questions.
3:30 PM WRAP UP & EVALUATIONS

Indicate first and second choice for AM workshops
First________   Second________
Indicate first and second choice for PM workshops
First________   Second________
REGISTRATION

Deadline for registration is May 29, 2009.

Name:_________________________________
Organization:____________________________
Address:_______________________________
______________________________________
Phone # (_____) ________________________
Discipline: Social Work___Psychology___LMHC___

License # (if CEUs desired) __________________
Application for 5.0 CEU’s has been submitted.  Psychologists will receive 5.0 CEU’s.  Eliot CHS is an APA approved sponsor and maintains responsibility 
for the program.

Conference fee is $40.00 and includes 5.0 CEU’s, morning coffee and lunch buffet.  Payment must be sent with registration.  
Make checks payable to: 

Eliot Community Human Services.

Directions and other details will be mailed 
after registration is received. 
Preregistration is strongly recommended 
due to limited space at Holy Cross College.
Please return form to:

Dot Norcott, Administrator

Homeless & Outreach Services

Eliot Community Human Services

173 Chelsea Street, Everett, MA 02149 

Tel: 781-388-6291 - Fax: 617-387-9768

Please help us update our mailing list.

Delete from our list:

1________________________________________

_________________________________________

2________________________________________ 

_________________________________________

3._______________________________________

_________________________________________

Add to our list.

1._______________________________________

_________________________________________

2._______________________________________

_________________________________________

3._______________________________________

_________________________________________

The PATH Grant is administered through
 the Massachusetts Department 
of Mental Health.

Eliot Community Human Services

Eliot Community Human Services provides outreach and clinically related services to the adult homeless population under contract with the Mass Department of Mental Health (DMH) for the PATH (Projects for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness) Program. PATH funds are allocated annually by SAMHSA to all 50 States and several US territories. Eliot PATH clinicians provide assessment, referral, and other support services to the unaccompanied, adult homeless population across the entire Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  Eliot’s Shelter Specialists and Outreach Clinicians work collaboratively with a variety of homeless providers in many communities across the state to offer a comprehensive set of services to the homeless population. 

The PATH Program is funded by the Department of Mental Health and through a grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).  

PATH serves as the Department’s statewide initiative to engage and assist individuals with mental illness who are homeless.  It operates in partnership with a network of shelters and outreach programs throughout Massachusetts providing a range of services including clinical interventions, access to benefits, counseling and assistance in accessing housing. 

In FY 2008 PATH served some 4,000 clients who were diagnosed with schizophrenia (8%), other psychotic disorders (7.7%), affective disorder (43%), other serious mental illness (15%), un-known / undiagnosed (24%). Sixty five percent (65%) were diagnosed with co-occurring substance abuse disorders.  Their housing status consisted of: outdoors (11%), short-term shelter (70%), residing with friend (5%). Of those living outdoors or in short-term shelter 32% were homeless less than 30 days, 19% 31-90 days, 21% 91 days to one year and 22% more than one year.
Department of Mental Health

Vision

Mental health is an essential part of health care. The Massachusetts Department of Mental Health, as the State Mental Health Authority, promotes mental health through early intervention, treatment, education, policy and regulation so that all residents of the Commonwealth may live full and productive lives. 

Mission Statement

The Department of Mental Health, as the State Mental Health Authority, assures and provides access to services and supports to meet the mental health needs of individuals of all ages, enabling them to live, work and participate in their communities. The Department establishes standards to ensure effective and culturally competent care to promote recovery. The Department sets policy, promotes self-determination, protects human rights and supports mental health training and research. This critical mission is accomplished by working in partnership with other state agencies, individuals, families, providers and communities.




Eliot Community Human Services

and 
The Massachusetts Department of Mental Health
Presents
 PATH to Success: Engagement, Supports, and Housing the Chronically Homeless
Seventeenth Annual Statewide    Homeless Conference

 June 12, 2009
Main Ball Room–Hogan Campus Center

Holy Cross College 

Worcester, Massachusetts
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